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QUICK  START  ACCESS  GUIDE  TO  ONTARIO'S  ENVIRONMENTAL  REGISTRY 


A)  WHAT  IS  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  REGISTRY  (ER)? 

•  The  Environmental  Bill  of  Rights  Environmental  Registry  is  a  part  of  the 
provincial  government's  electronic  bulletin  board  service  (BBS),  called 
"Government  of  Ontario  Information  Service". 

•  The  Environmental  Registry  provides  envirormiental  information  for  users  from 
14  Ontario  government  ministries  through  the  use  of  simple  search  functions  and 
user-friendly  menu  selections.   Users  who  are  unfamiliar  with  technical  jargon 
may  find  the  information  through  simple  option  selections.   Information  on  the 
Registry  is  available  in  English  or  French.   Several  features  have  been  included 
on  the  Registry  to  address  the  needs  of  frequent  users.  These  features  include: 

on  line  help  screens; 

the  ability  to  list  all  new  entries  on  the  Registry  since  a  user  last  accessed 

the  Registry;  and, 

the  ability  to  string  commands  together  to  speed  up  a  search  for 

information  without  working  through  individual  menus. 

B)  HOW  TO  ACCESS  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  REGISTRY 

The  public  may  gain  access  to  information  on  the  Registry  through  a  variety  of  methods, 
including  modems  and  networks.   The  users  can  access  the  Registry  through:  home, 
office  and  selected  public  libraries;  the  Government  of  Ontario  Network;  the  Internet; 
the  Freenet;  and  the  WEB  technical  network  administered  by  the  NIRV  Community 
Resource  Centre  in  Toronto. 

A  user  may  obtain  information  on  the  Registry  with  a  home  or  office  computer  and  a 
modem  by  dialling  416-EBR-3000  (local)  (416-327-3000)  or  1-800-667-9979  (long 
distance).   Computers  with  Registry  access  are  available  in  over  300  public  and  First 
Nations  libraries.   Consult  your  public  library  or  the  Environmental  Commissioner's 
Office  for  libraries  that  provide  access  near  you. 

When  accessing  the  Registry  for  the  first  time,  you  will  be  asked  for  your  name  (USER- 
ID),  location,  group  and  a  password.  Once  you  have  answered  these  brief  questions,  you 
will  have  full  access  to  the  Registry. 

•  See  Page  4,  item  C  on  how  to  get  a  user-id. 

****    Please  remember  that  your  USER-ID  and  password  cannot  be  retrieved  if  lost  or 
forgotten.   There  is  no  ability  to  recover  your  individual  password. 


Once  you  have  "logged"  onto  the  Registry,  the  following  message  will  appear: 

Auto-sensing...! 

Choose  one  of  the  language  setup  preferences. 

1.  For  English:  Choose  1  <  enter  > 

2  EngUsh/RIP  Choose  2  <enter> 

3.  For  French:  Choose  3  <  enter  > 

(If  you  are  not  using  the  communications  program  RIPTERM  (Graphic  Screen)  do  not 
choose  English/RIP  as  this  is  a  graphics/access  program  which  might  leave  your  screen 
unintelligible.  If  you  inadvertently  choose  #2,  press  return  5  or  6  times  and  then  log-in 
again). 

1)         Modem  Access: 


The  following  numbers  are  used  to  dial  the  EBR  registry  directly: 

Local  (416)  and  (905)  area  code  users  (tone  dial)*  ATDT  3273000 

Local  (416)  and  (905)  area  code  users  (pulse  dial)*  ATDP  3273000 

Outside  Toronto  -  long  distance  (tone  dial)  ATDT  1,  800,  6679979 

Outside  Toronto  -  long  distance  (pulse  dial)  ATDP  1,  800,  6679979 

*          Insert  area  code  (416)  if  dialling  from  the  (905)  area  code.  (Free  access 
within  Ontario). 


ii.)  Network  Access 

INTERNET: 

Internet  is  an  international  web  of  roughly  14,000  computer  networks  in  countries  all 
over  the  world.   These  networks  are  established  mostly  at  universities  and  government 
institutions.   Access  to  the  Registry  can  also  be  achieved  through  Freenets.   Although 
Freenet  membership  may  be  necessary,  the  Freenet  menu  will  provide  a  menu  item 
"Government  of  Ontario  Information  Services  (BBS).   The  Registry  is  located  on  the 
BBS. 

WEB: 

WEB  is  a  non-profit  computer  communications  services  network  operated  by  the  NIRV 
Community  Resource  Centre.   WEB  is  currently  being  used  by  many  environmental 
groups  in  Ontario  for  messaging  and  conferencing  services. 

WEB  users  pay  a  membership  and  user  fee  and  will  be  able  to  obtain  information  from 
the  Registry  and  use  the  WEB  electronic  mail  to  disseminate  it.   WEB  users  should  use 
their  WEB  "USER-ID"  as  their  Registry  "USER-ID".   The  Ministry  of  Environment  and 
Energy  through  WEB,  will  refund  users  for  the  communications  charges  incurred  in 
accessing  the  Registry. 


NETWORK  ACCESS  TO  THE  REGISTRY 

To  gain  access  to  the  Registry  by  Internet  or  other  telnet-compatible  networks  such  as 
WEB: 

Log  on  to  Internet  or  another  network  as  usual.   There  will  be  a  system  prompt 
depending  on  the  hub  to  which  the  user  is  connected. 

For  example: 
govonca  > 

At  the  system  prompt,  the  user  may  gain  access  to  the  Registry  by  entering  the 
telnet  command  and  connecting  directly  to  the  government  bulletin  board  address. 


System  prompt  >  telnet  192.75.156.92  <  RETURN  > 

The  system  will  then  ask  the  user  to  press  <  RETURN  > 

(No  internet  user  name  is  required) 


C)  USER-ID  AND  PASSWORD 

A  user  who  has  previously  signed  on  to  the  Registry  will  be  asked  for  a  USER-ID 
and  a  PASSWORD.   For  new  users,  you  will  have  to  establish  a  USER-ID  on  the 

system  and  you  will  be  asked  a  few  simple  questions,  including  your  location  and 
group  affiliation. 

USER-ID:  enter  your  name  or  any  other  identification  or  alias. 
PASSWORD:  enter  the  password  used  when  first  entering  the  Registry. 

The  user  should  now  be  logged  onto  the  Registry. 

It  is  recommended  that  once  you  have  established  your  USER-ID  you  should  continue  to 
use  it  because  the  system  will  provide  and  track  for  you  new  information  since  your  last 
logon. 

D)  DOWNLOADING   A  FILE 

To  download  files  is  to  electronically  transfer  information  from  the  Registry  to  a  floppy 

or  hard  drive  at  the  computer  you  are  using. 

(a  formatted  floppy  diskette  is  necessary  for  downloads  to  a  floppy  diskette). 

i.)  Downloading  Files  by  Modem 

Files,  including  the  14  Ministry  Statements  of  Environmental  Values  and  proposed 
policies.  Acts,  regulations  and  instruments  placed  on  the  Registry  may  be  downloaded. 


Information  found  in  the  general  information  menu,  including  the  Act  and  regulations 
under  the  Act,  Applications  for  Investigation  and  Reviews  (menu  #2)  can  also  be 
downloaded.   Follow  the  screen  prompts.   A  download  is  started  by  pressing  "D"  at  the 
menu  or  file  level.   At  the  prompt,  indicate  your  choice  to  download  a  file  (D)  or  exit 
(X).   You  will  then  be  asked  the  mode  used  by  the  computer  to  download  a  file. 
Modem  users  should  select  Z  (ZModem)  and  then  follow  the  instructions  for  their 
communications  software  package. 

There  may  be  a  number  of  choices  if  you  choose  to  download  multiple  files. 

Press  "O"  to  download  one  file  or  "A"  to  download  all  files. 

Now  there  will  be  a  choice  of  protocols  (methods)  with  which  to  download  the  files  you 
have  chosen  to  your  system. 

Z  =  ZModem  (any  modem  users) 

K  =  Kermit 

I  =  Internet  (network,  WEB,  Internet,  GONet) 

X  =  Abort  download 

Procomm,  Ripterm,  Telix  and  other  new  communications  software  programs  support  the 
ZModem  protocol.   Select  "Z"  to  download  the  file. 

If  you  selected  "A"  to  download  all  files  the  computer  will  download  one  file  (a  packet) 
which  is  made  up  of  all  the  files  selected.   After  the  download  procedure  is  completed, 
the  user  will  then  be  returned  to  the  previous  screen.   (If  a  download  directory  is  not  set 
up,  the  file  will  normally  be  placed  in  the  communications  program  directory  or  the  root 
directory  of  your  hard  drive). 

The  computer  will  download  the  file  and  indicate  that  the  file  has  been  downloaded  to 
the  download  directory.  The  download  directory  will  be  the  user's  directory  that  was  set 
up  in  the  communications  software  package.   At  a  public  library,  it  may  be  a  floppy  drive 
a:  or  b:  so  that  the  user  can  download  to  an  individual's  own  floppy  disk.   (Please  check 
with  your  local  library  on  its  policies  regarding  the  use  of  disks  or  the  availability  of 
printing  options). 

All  downloaded  files  are  in  a  generic  text  format  (ASCII)  and  will  be  found  in  the 
downloading  directory  and  can  be  read  using  WordPerfect  or  any  other  text  editor  or 
viewer. 

The  files  will  be  saved  with  the  same  EBR  file  name  as  they  are  given  in  the  Registry.   If 
a  packet  of  files  was  downloaded  the  "USER-ID"  is  used  as  part  of  the  file  name. 

ii.)  Downloading  Files  by  Network  (Internet,  GONet,  etc.) 

When  the  download  command  <  d  >  is  selected,  two  questions  will  be  asked: 
a)        Download  one  file  or  ALL  files?   Select  one  or  all  and  proceed. 


b)        Select  the  mode  of  Download: 

/  =  Internet 

Z  =  Modem 

K  =  Kermit 

X  =  Abort  download 

Network  users  should  select  I  for  Internet. 

After  the  selection,  the  system  will  respond: 

The  network  file  transfer  has  been  selected.   For  convenience,  the  BBS  has  appended 
the  files  to  <USERNAME.001>  (this  is  the  user  name  or  "USER-ID"). 

Once  logged  out  from  the  BBS,  use  file  transfer  protocol  (FTP>  FTP  192.75.156.93)  to 
"get"  download  files.   To  download  the  files  from  the  network  to  a  personal  computer, 
enter  the  user's  system  file  transfer  command.   The  "Remote  User  Name:"  is  "download" 
Use  the  "get"  command  and  the  file  should  be  copied  to  your  current  drive  and 
directory.   (Users  with  access  to  "gopher"  may  also  access  the  Registry  files). 

E)        HOW  TO  LOG  OFF 

You  can  log-off  the  Registry  by  typing  "X"  from  the  "Main  Menu".   You  should  confirm 
your  wish  to  log-off  by  answering  "Y"  (yes)  at  the  prompt. 

You  can  quickly  get  back  to  the  "Main  Menu"  by  typing  "!"  at  the  prompt  or  go  back  to 
the  "Main  Menu"  by  typing  "X"  at  each  menu  level. 


F)         WHERE  TO  GET  HELP 

Additional  assistance  is  available  at  your  local  library  (when  using  a  library  computer)  or 
from  the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy,  Environmental  Bill  of  Rights  Office  (416) 
323-5223  or  the  Environmental  Commissioner's  Office  (416)  325-3377.   For  the  detailed 
Guide  to  Access  and  Use  of  the  Registry,  please  contact  any  one  of  the  above. 

(Note:  Users  accessing  the  Registry  in  french  should  not  use  graphical  communications 
software  such  as  those  often  used  by  Macintosh  or  Windows,  unless  it  is  set  up  for 
extended  ASCII  characters.   Graphical  communications  software  packages  have  a 
tendency  to  truncate  french  characters  and  words,  resulting  in  screens  that  are 
incomplete  or  difficult  to  read). 


